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extensive conversation; it is rare and welcome to find conversational data
included in a text collection, since conversation is, after all, the most normal
type of discourse, and therefore a means whereby we can find out about what
people really think, and how they really speak about it.
Hofling's analysis of the texts is carefully designed to provide
information important for both the linguistic specialist and the general reader.
Each line of every text is presented first in ltza, second in linguistic morpho
logical breakdown, and third in a fully colloquial translation into English. The
first line provides invaluable data for the specialist and allows the generalist
to get a feel for the language. The grammatical overview explains the major
features of the language, permitting full interpretation of the second line. The
third line gives us the English version of the stories and conversations, which
take us into the Itza world.
The revitalization of Mayan languages (resulting in part in an official
orthography for the language, respelling it as Itzaj) and attempts at the
establishment of an Itza Biosphere project (Hofling, to appear) give hope for
the preservation of this unique and wonderful language and culture.
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